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PREFACE 
 
“A Symposium on Public Health in Pennsylvania” is the first policy issue of 
Commonwealth.  It is the fruit of a strong and productive partnership between 
the Pennsylvania Political Science Association and the Legislative Office for 
Research Liaison of the Pennsylvania House of Representatives (LORL). In this 
partnership, LORL has been given responsibility for developing policy issues of 
Commonwealth using the expertise of faculty members at the more than 100 
colleges and universities affiliated with LORL and experts from government and 
private industry.  
 
We are deeply indebted to Margaret A. Potter, JD, MS, Associate Dean and 
Director, Center for Public Health Practice, University of Pittsburgh Graduate 
School of Public Health, who served as the editor of this Symposium.  Her 
previous service to the state executive and legislature includes a year-long stint 
as a LORL Visiting Scholar and many joint policy projects between LORL and 
the School of Public Health at Pitt.  Ms. Potter presently is a University of 
Pittsburgh Faculty Associate in LORL. 
 
The authors of the articles in this Symposium were drawn from the academic, 
practitioner and consultive communities in public health and from the judiciary.  
Although the contributors were diverse, they were subjected to the same 
substantive and methodological standards.   
 
Because this is a policy issue, the authors were asked to go beyond their basic 
findings and to offer policy recommendations derived from their research.  
These conclusions and recommendations belong to the authors alone and do not 
necessarily reflect the position, if any, of the Pennsylvania Political Science 
Association, LORL or the Pennsylvania House of Representatives. 
 
Special thanks are due to Barbara Stone, LORL Research Analyst, who did the 
proofreading and layout work for this volume, and to the House Republican 
Print Shop, especially Bill Lang and Bill Laughlin, for production and printing. 
 

Michael R. King, PhD 

Associate Editor for Policy Issues 
and 

Executive Director, LORL 
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