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It i.t c$peciaUy satisfying to. bring to life IJ new scholarly oubJicalion. The primary 

gratification comes rrom making available new and valuable research to the readers. as each 

article demonstrates how sophisticated inquiry directed to salient Questions yields important 

nnOlnil and conc\us\ons. WorKing wit'n our authors. eohors and reviewers has be:en another 

major source of plol$ure; my special thanks to lhese colleagues from Cambridge to Berk~ley. to 

tho.e at APSA and abroad, to • number of editors of established journals who provid.d h.lpful 

guidance, and to the executives and council members of PPSA. Finally. the opportunity to 

engage in an enterprise supported by a number of exceUent educational inslirutioru occasjons 

considerable satisfaction. We who have been involved in the creation of COMMONWEALTH 

hope that our rtaders derjve as much value flom its contents as we did in puuing it together, 

I1l\d we invite yC)ur commtnts and :s:ugaesttons. 
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Jam •• Eisenstei. i$ • Professor of Political Science at the Pennsylvani. State Univenity, 
Author of several monographs a. the legal process, hi. articie. and book revi.w. hive appeared 
in Americ(JJ1 Political Seitnc, Rrwitw and Political Scitncr Ouarterly, 

G.org< T. Fol'CI> if • member of the Political Scio.ce Department' at Slippery Rock 
University. Hb partieular areas of interest are legislative processes, the presidency, .tate and 
local governme"t, and rew".h methodology. ' 

Zachary T. Irwin is •• Auistant Professor of Political Scien~e at the Bohrend CoUeae of 
pennsylvania State University. His earlier work has appeared in EIUI EUI'o~an Quar/~rly and 
The Canadian Journal 0/ America" Studies, and chapters in Religion and Nationalism in Sow;d 
and East EUFopean Politics (Duke University Press, J984) and Yugoslawia 'in the 1980's 
(Westview 1985), both edited by Pedro Ramet. He had a Fulbright-Haye. Fellowship 10 
Yugoslavia in 1973-4. 

John A. Peeler is Professor of Political Science and Co-Coordinator of Latin American 
SU.ldles at Bucknell university. He is the author of L.atln Americalf I)tntocrac;u: c..:o{ombio, 
COSIO Rica. Vtnezue/a (University of North Carolina P,eu, 1985). 

K.erry H. W~j''''ld. ",acMs Potitlcal I heory at franklin and Mlnh_" COlle&~. He hal 
written pl'1!viously on the relationships between perception and polities in the work. o( Maurie. 
Merleau-»onty. 
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