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It it especially satislving to bring to life a new scholarly publication, The primary
gratification comes from making available new and valuable research o the readers, as esch
article demonstrates how sophisticated inquiry directed to saliemt questions yields important
findiogs and conclusions. Working with our suthors, e01tors und reviewsrs has been another
major source of pleasure; my special thanks to these colieagues from Cambridge o Berkeley, to
those at APSA and abroad, to 3 number of editors of established journals who provided helpfu)
guidance, and to the exeécutives and council members of PPSA. Finally, the opportunity to
engage in an enterprise supported Dy a number of excellent educational instiutions occasions
considerable satisfaction. We who have been involved in the creation of COMMONWEALTH
hope that our readers derive as much value from its contents as we did in putting it together,

and we invite your comments and suggestions,

About the Authers

James Eisenstein is a Professor of Political Science at the Pennsylvania State University,
Author of several monographs on the legal process, his articles and book reviews have appeared
in American Political Science Review and Political Science Quarterly,

Qeorge T, Foree iz 2 member of the Political Science Depnrtment‘ at Siippery Rock
University, His particular arsas of interest are legislative processes, the presidency, state and
local governmant, and research methodology. -

Zachary T. Irwip is an Assistant Professor of Political Science mt the Behrend College of
Penngylvania State University. His earlier work has appeared in East Euwropean Quarterly and
The Canadian Journal of American Studies, and chapters in Religion and Nationalism in Soviet
and East Europeanm Politics (Duke University Press, 1984) and Yugoslavia «in the 1980's
(Westview [985), both edited by Pedro Ramet. He had a Fulbright-Hayes Fellowship to
Yugoslavia in 1973.4,

John A, Peeler is Professor of Pglitical Science and Co-Coordinator of Latin American
Studies &t Buckneil University. He is the author of Laiin American Democracies: Colombia,
Costa Rica, Venezuela (University of North Carolina Press, 1985).

.Kerry H. Whiteside teaches Political Theory a! Franklin and Marshall Collegs. He has
weitten previousty on the relationships betwesn perception and politics in the works of Maurice
Merleau-Ponty,
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