
IdEAS, ARt, And ACtIvISM

TalkaTive ancesTors

chris iijima on  
asian american identity

“I once wrote in a law review article that Asian American identity was origi-
nally meant to be a means to an end rather than an end in itself. It was created 
as an organizing tool to mobilize Asians to participate in the progressive move-
ments of the times. It was as much a mechanism to identify with one another as 
to identify with the struggles of others whether it was African Americans or 
Asians overseas, and that it was less a marker of what one was and more a 
marker of what one believed. That it has now become synonymous with ‘pride 
in one’s ethnic heritage’ is a complete evisceration of what it was originally and 
what it was meant to be.”1
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